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U.S. and Egypt [1] warn Palestinians not to push Security Council on settlements before U.S. elections. (Ha'aretz)

President Abbas is pushing [2] for leadership elections in his Fatah movement and the PLO before the end of the year, 
as part of what senior officials say is largely an elaborate attempt to block the return of an exiled rival backed by 
several Arab states. (Times of Israel)

Israeli troops [3]   shot dead  [4]a Palestinian whom they suspected had thrown rocks  [5]at them as they 
patrolled a main West Bank road, the military said. (Reuters/Ma'an/Ha'aretz)

A video posted on social media [6]   reportedly showed moments when a young Palestinian woman was 
shot to death by Israeli forces a day earlier. (Ma'an)

A Gaza court sentenced [7] a man to death by hanging after he was convicted of premeditated murder, while another 
man was sentenced to 20 years in prison in the besieged enclave for collaborating with Israel. (Ma'an)

The Palestinian Islamic Jihad [8] movement said that its military wing had completed the construction of a watchtower 
in the besieged Gaza Strip. (Ma'an)

Israel arrested an Arab couple [9] who returned to the country after allegedly joining the Islamic State terrorist group in 
Syria and Iraq. (JTA)

Three Palestinians [10] who accepted an invitation to the sukkah of the head of a West Bank settlement were 
summoned by Palestinian Authority intelligence   to explain why they had visited “murderers of babies.” 
(Times of Israel)

The Syrian military said  [11]  a unilateral ceasefire backed by Russia had come into force to allow people 
to leave besieged eastern Aleppo, a move rejected by rebels who say they are preparing a counter-offensive to break 
the blockade. (Reuters)

Turkish air strikes pounded [12] a group of Kurdish fighters allied to a U.S.-backed militia in northern Syria overnight, 
highlighting the conflicting agendas of NATO members Ankara and Washington in an increasingly complex battlefield. 
(Reuters)

United Nations Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon [13] pushed   for the 193-member General Assembly to 
hold a rare emergency special session on Syria since a deadlocked Security Council has failed to take action to end 
the nearly six-year war. (Reuters)

After Moscow instituted a brief cease-fire, [14] many said leaving the besieged Syrian city could still be more 
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dangerous than staying and exposing themselves to continued airstrikes. (New York Times)

The offensive to seize back Mosul [15] from Islamic State is going faster than planned, Iraq's prime minister said 
, as Iraqi and Kurdish forces launched a new military operation to clear villages on the city's outskirts. 

(Reuters)

If the recaptures of Ramadi, Tikrit and Falluja [16] are a guide, Iraqi officials will confront devastation and unexploded 
bombs once Mosul is reclaimed. (New York Times)

A Saudi Arabia-led military campaign [17] in Yemen violated international humanitarian law with a so-called "double 
tap" air strike on a funeral gathering in the rebel-held capital Sanaa, United Nations sanctions monitors told the 
Security Council. (Reuters)

Shortages of sugar [18], a staple of the national diet, and of other products have led to brewing anger against 
President Abdel Fattah el-Sisi. (New York Times)

Commentary:

Akiva Eldar [19] says PM Netanyahu prefers to ignore the fact that from a diplomatic-international standpoint, the 
Jewish holy sites in the Old City are under occupation. (Al-Monitor)

Cnaan Liphshiz [20] says with the UNESCO vote, Palestinians’ bid for attention backfires. (JTA)

Aziza Nofal [21] says sixty percent of Palestinian lands in the West Bank risk confiscation by Israeli authorities under 
the absentee property and abandoned lands laws, which some Palestinian activists say were issued with the aim to 
expand Israeli settlements. (Al-Monitor)

Fareed Zakaria [22] looks at why Trump’s ‘sneak attacks’ won’t defeat the Islamic State. (Washington Post)

Alan Philps [23] reviews the recent events in Syria and Iraq. (The National)

Ariane Tabatabai  [24]says U.S.-Iran relations shouldn’t take place only at the highest levels. (New York Times)

 

Simon Henderson [25] says the only way to solve Yemen's war, and beat back its al-Qaeda franchise, is to dissolve 
the country entirely. (Foreign Policy)
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