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Does a Two-State Solution Still Exist?
In The National Interest, Dr. Ziad Asali, president and founder of the American Task Force on Palestine, asks if the
two-state solution still exists. Click here [2] to read the article.
__________________________________________________________________________

Regional and geopolitical realities could not be less conducive to conflict resolution. No party has the credibility,
political capital or will to resolve final-status issues. It is time to seek an achievable goal. Absence of negotiated
conflict-ending solutions does not mean ending negotiations. The opposite is true. It is time for a policy focused on
removing impediments to a negotiated deal. This proposed policy is not about an interim agreement. Let us call it the
“What can be done during the transition?” phase. The two parties cannot do it by themselves. Only the United States
has what it takes to oversee this phase and have its allies help provide oversight.
By focusing on the transition phase, good governance must top the agenda to build Palestinian infrastructure.
Beautifying the occupation is an odious concept, but building institutions and better living conditions is an empowering
noble objective. Good governance is about implementing rule of law to protect the rights of citizens. It is expected to
establish health, education, transportation, institutions and services. It is supposed to provide jobs, build an economy
and enhance trade cooperation and mobility. Working on these goals cannot wait till final-status issues are resolved.
Palestinian self-empowerment is a prerequisite for future stability. Donors must respectfully insist that mechanisms
are in place for the international community to oversee projects and progress to the highest standards of
accountability and transparency. Former Prime Minister Fayyad’s short-lived infrastructure-building program was
showered with praise and accolades, but hobbled by lack of political and financial support. Still, it provided a prototype.
The infrastructure-building transition phase is meant to impact Palestinian lives as well as Palestinian and Israeli
politics. The single most effective weapon against terrorism is good governance with good education as its top
priority. Occupation is incompatible with stability. The word “normalization” is reviled by many Palestinians and Arabs
who consider it to truly mean “surrender” and “betrayal.” However, normalization is a two-way street. Palestinians do
not lead normal lives under occupation. They would be the main beneficiaries of normalization. Israelis will not lead
normal lives and continue the occupation.
Finally, the Arab Spring caused dramatic changes and created new regional realities. Assumptions must be
reexamined and new options studied for their impact on this conflict. Conflicts and problems of all regional states are
interconnected, because everyone plays in everybody else’s court. Terrorism will wreak more havoc before it is
defeated. Strategic solutions, including a Middle East security regime equivalent to NATO, could be considered to
stabilize the region in order to fix its many deficits. Alliances and interests across the region intersect, including with
Israel and Palestine.
Historic statesmen of vision and vigor are yet to deliver on a peaceful future for this region of turmoil.

Ziad Asali is the president and founder of the American Task Force on Palestine. This article is based on remarks
delivered at a Sept. 10 symposium at The Crown Center at Brandeis University.

TAGS: Internal Palestinian Politics [3]Diplomacy [4]
Events |Daily News |About Us |Resources |Contact Us | Donate | Site Map |Privacy
Policy
Front Page Features

World Press Roundup
ATFP in the News
Briefing Summaries

Policy and Analysis

Source URL (retrieved on Aug 23 2019 - 7:44am):
http://www.americantaskforce.org/in_media/mm/ziad_asali/2017/09/25/1506312000

Links:
[1] http://nationalinterest.org/feature/does-two-state-solution-still-exist-22444?page=3
[2] http://sendgrid.atfp.net/wf/click?upn=SXYfstTyYKhh626CoZF3nDyWPOPr82Bt1EDlyYVJ2GIaVlwkrI2uo7VppEu9JmdyTM4Qvj2CFQuq6KplFQllxzjTMaEWoWNa52BvmQmglQtjNE72g5QkiEKg74gOa2IrL-2BJaqSmbBBJcqeu04dDUPcEA-3D3D_60QjP3SGObScniJEdHGwIqY839y5zXgLnyrfSrnboRfVShXBP7W2BVa1lcCxJE0k5M6vqN77nRRxzNuvJm1kp4jkh9G6rZjYgZKK8X1yWl6JZHIi4xd0xgoZ8dTLea6m9G4pWy1WGNNE
2BoVM1cWG5RXbzbVaXJuzuTWX2B6U6nTmAgKAiXu3uiTwVxMzgxEX9gsBuAXBwxn0HGcNh7JJbGaCpRLMhFOzmMjRJjgTTE-3D
[3] http://www.americantaskforce.org/internal_palestinian_politics
[4] http://www.americantaskforce.org/diplomacy

